SIMON-^MACDONALD CORRESPONDENCE	463
The   S i m o tt — Macdonald   Correspondence.
The following is the text of the correspondence, referred to in the speeches above,
between Sir John Simon and the Prime Minister, in which the former witting on October
16 says, that the Simon Commission has become increasingly impressed by tbe importance
of beaiing in mind the relations which may develop between British India and the Indian
States.
Mr. MacDonald replying on 25th October says that he has consulted the leaders
of other parties with reference to the issue raised and they concur in tbe terms of the reply»
s
Sir  John   Simon's   Letter,
Dear Mr. Prime Minister,
The Indian Statutory Commission has now entered upon the final stage of its work
and hopes to be able to present its report early next year. Before proceeding'further
however we desire to address you with an enquiry and a suggestion. Aa our investiga-
tion has proceeded we have become more and more impressed in considering the direction
which the future, constitutional development of India is likely to take with the importance
of bearing in mind the relations which may develop between British India and the Indian
States. We are not at present in the position to forecast the report which we shall hope in
due course to present to Parliament. It is however already evident to us that whatever may
be the schema which Parliament will ultimately approve for the future constitution and
governance of British India it is essential that the methods by which the future relation-
ship between the two constituent part of Greater India may be adjusted, should be fully
examined, We have carefully considered ; the report of the Butler Committee but the
term of reference to that body did not cover the whale ground to be surveyed. So far as
these relations are concerned, our own recommendations, if we were to exclude from
ou,r purview the wider problem which we have indicated, would, we feel, be unduly
restricted and we therefore wish before going further to ascertain whether we should
have the approval of Hie Majesty's Government in giving this,possibly ez tended interpreta-
tion to our own terms of reference, It is not our purpose to seek to explore the field already
traversed by the Butler Committee but it'seems clear that we cannot afford to ignore tbe
reactions of the presence of the States on the problem we are studying in British India
or the possible repercussions on the former of any recommendation we^miabt frame
regarding the latter. At certain points an inevitable contact takes place. We venture
to point out that if the report we are preparing and the proposals to be subsequently
framed by the Government take this wider range, it would appear necessary because of
the need for consulting the States for the Government to revise the scheme of procedure
to be followed aftijr these proposals are maie known. It seems to us that what would
be required, would be tbe setting up of some sort of Conference after the report of the
Statutory Commission and the Indian Central Committee have b"en! made, cdtisWemi and
published and1 their work has been-'completed and that in this Conference His Majesty's'
0- -vernment would meet both the representatives of British India and the representatives
of the State?, not necessarily always together, for the ^purpose 'of seeking the greatest
measure of agreement for the final proposals which 16 would later be the duty of His
Majesty's'Government to, submit to, Parliament. The, procedure l>y .the, Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee conferring with the, delegations, from the Indian. Legislature and other
bodies which was previously .contemplated', a/n'o\ is referred jfco in my lttt?r to Jfcae Vicc/oy
of the 6th of February 19'2$> would still be appropriate for the examination, of- tbe Bill
when it is subsequently placed before Parliament^ but would we £hink otjvaousfy, ha^ve
to be preceded by some such Conference as we have indicated. We realise that it is n(ot
for4tbe Statutory Commission to devise tb;s subsequent procedure 'in detail,'f©r opr task
will be <jHschar<ged jyhen w,c have reported, but- we feel that it is desirable to obtain.-an,
assurance from His Majesty's Government that we shall not in tlieir, view be travelling
beyond the terms of reference approved by Parliament. If we pursue what seems to us
an integral element in our investigation we have also thought it right to make plain to
His Majesty's Government the consequence that such an assurance from His Majesty's
Government is likely ultimately to involve in order that the future course of procedure
may be so shaped as to provide means for consulting with the Indian States and to
promote the full co-operation of all parties and interests in tbe solution of the Indian
problem as a whole.
Yours faithfully,
JOHN SIMON,

